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Welcome to God’s House

Already as a child, Jesus' saving work had begun. His entire life, he served as our 
substitute, perfectly obeying God's Law. Just think of how we often neglect the 
study of God's Word. Then look at twelve-year-old Jesus, eager to be in the temple
learning more about Scripture. However, he would need to do more than be our 
substitute. Eventually he would lay that perfect life down as the sacrifice for our 
sin. 

Service of the Word and Sacrament

Opening Hymn      God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen   CW21 - #356

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay;
remember Christ, our Savior was born on Christmas Day
to save us all from Satan's pow'r when we were gone astray.

Refrain:  O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God our heav'nly Father a blessed angel came
and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same,
how that in Bethlehem was born the son of God by name. Refrain



"Fear not," then said the angel, "let nothing you affright;
this day is born a Savior, the true and radiant light,
to free all those who trust in him from Satan's pow'r and might." Refrain
Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place,
and in true love and fellowship each other now embrace;
this holy tide of Christmas is filled with heav'nly grace. Refrain

Invocation

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: Amen. 

Confession of Sins

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 



M: For the blessed conviction that you are the Son of God, and that you were 
born in Bethlehem to keep the Law of God perfectly in our place and to give 
your life into death for our redemption, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: ♫   Lord, have mercy.

M: For the determination to proclaim the Gospel of forgiveness to all the world 
and to administer the Sacraments faithfully according to your institution, 
hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: ♫   Christ, have mercy.

M: For your blessing on us as a fellowship of believers united in you and eager to
do your will, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: ♫   Lord, have mercy.

M: Merciful Lord, open our eyes to behold your glory as the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

C: ♫   Amen. 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise! 

Hymn of Praise Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn   CW #49

C: ♫   Rejoice, rejoice this happy morn!
A Savior unto us is born,
The Christ, the Lord of glory.
His lowly birth in Bethlehem
The angels from on high proclaim
And sing redemption’s story.
My soul, extol God’s great favor; Bless him ever
For salvation. Give him praise and adoration.

Prayer of the Day



M: Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself 
our human nature.  By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of 
our sin and transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C: ♫   Amen. 

First Reading                           Isaiah 50:4-9

4 The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue,
    to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
    wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
5 The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears;
    I have not been rebellious,
    I have not turned away.
6 I offered my back to those who beat me,
    my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
I did not hide my face
    from mocking and spitting.
7 Because the Sovereign Lord helps me,
    I will not be disgraced.
Therefore have I set my face like flint,
    and I know I will not be put to shame.
8 He who vindicates me is near.
    Who then will bring charges against me?
    Let us face each other!
Who is my accuser?
    Let him confront me!
9 It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.



    Who will condemn me?
They will all wear out like a garment;
    the moths will eat them up.

Psalm 111                 Hymnal, page 106

M: Great are the works of the LORD;*
they are pondered by all who delight in them.

C: Glorious and majestic are his deeds,*
and his righteousness endures forever.

M: He has caused his wonders to be remembered;*
the LORD is gracious and compassionate.  Refrain

C: The works of his hands are faithful and just;*



all his precepts are trustworthy.

M: He provided redemption for his people;*
he ordained his covenant forever.

C: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;*
all who follow his precepts have good understanding.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Refrain

Second Reading                             Hebrews 2:10-18

10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom 
and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation 
perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and 
those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call 
them brothers and sisters. 12 He says,
“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters;
    in the assembly I will sing your praises.”
13 And again,
“I will put my trust in him.”
And again he says,
“Here am I, and the children God has given me.”
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that 
by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that
is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their 
fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s 
descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every 
way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to 
God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he 



himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being 
tempted.

Verse of the Day                           Luke 2:30-31

C: Alleluia. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in 
the sight of all nations. Alleluia. 

Gospel                           Luke 2:41-52

41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the 
Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according 
to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents were returning 
home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of 
it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began
looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, 
they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in 
the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to 
him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your 
father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 
Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them.
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his 
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and man.

M: This is the gospel of the Lord. 
C: ♫   Praise be to you, O Christ. 



Hymn of the Day    Let All Together Praise Our God   CW #41

Let all together praise our God before his highest throne;
Today he opens heav’n again and gives us his own Son,
And gives us his own Son.

He leaves his heav’nly Father’s throne, is born an infant small,
And in a manger, poor and lone, lies in a humble stall,
Lies in a humble stall.

He veils in flesh his pow’r divine a servant’s form to take;
In want and lowliness must die who heav’n and earth did make,
Who heav’n and earth did make.

A wondrous change which he does make: he takes our flesh and blood,
And he conceals for sinners’ sake his majesty as God,
His majesty as God.

He serves that I a lord may be—a great exchange indeed!
Could Jesus’ love do more for me to help me in my need,
To help me in my need?

For us he opens wide the door of paradise today.
The angel guards the gate no more; to God our thanks we pay,
To God our thanks we pay.

Sermon                   Hebrews 2:10-18
      

Nicene Creed
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offering Hymn                    We Give Thee but Thine Own   CW #485:1-2

The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If
you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.                     

C: ♫   We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive
And gladly, as thou blessest us, to thee our firstfruits give.

              

Prayer of the Church and the Lord’s Prayer



M: Dearest Lord Jesus, from eternity it was your Father’s plan to save mankind 
from sin.   We praise you for submitting yourself to his will, so that we might 
spend eternity with you in heaven.  

C: We praise you for leaving the heavens that you created so that you might 
be with us to save us.  

M: Dearest Lord Jesus, through you, peace between God and mankind has come 
into the world.  We praise you for becoming one with us so that you might 
become sin for us. We praise you for becoming the atoning sacrifice, not only
for our sins, but also for the sins of the whole world.  

C: We praise you for coming, not to be served by us, but to serve us by giving 
your life as our ransom.  

M: Dearest Lord Jesus, you have told us that the world will become more cold 
and unloving the closer we come to your second coming.  Because the world 
is full of selfishness and hate, keep us pure in your sincere love for you and 
our neighbors.  Because the world makes us weak and weary, fill us with the 
grace of your love and the strength that comes from your Word.  

C: We praise you for keeping your promises of forgiveness, comfort and joy 
through the newborn Savior. 

Special intercessions may follow

M: We pray in your name and as you taught:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament



M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing. When the time had fully come, he sent his 
Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we 
might receive the full rights of sons. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:

Holy, Holy, Holy                                MENDELSSOHN

C: ♫    Holy, holy, holy Lord, great and ever-present God.
Earth joins heaven as we sing: Praise to our triumphant king.
In this place let us proclaim Christ who comes in God’s own name;
Join with angels as we sing: Glory to our holy king.
Join with angels as we sing: Glory to our holy king.

Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and
eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 



Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

Lamb of God             VOM HIMMEL HOCH

C: ♫  O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of all; hear us, we pray. 
And grant us from our sins release: have mercy on us! Grant us peace!

Distribution Hymn         To Shepherds As They Watched By Night   CW #53

To shepherds as they watched by night
Appeared a host of angels bright;
“Behold the tender babe,” they said,
“In yonder lowly manger laid,

“At Bethlehem, in David’s town,
As Micah did of old make known.
It is the Christ, your Lord and King,
Who will to all salvation bring.”

 Oh, then rejoice that through his Son
God is with sinners now at one;
Made like yourselves of flesh and blood,
Your brother is th’  eternal God.

What harm can sin and death then do?
The true God now abides with you.



Let hell and Satan storm and rave,
Christ is your brother—you are safe.

Not one he will or can forsake;
His cov’nant he will never break.
Let ev’ry scheme the tempter try,
You may his utmost pow’rs defy.

You shall and must at last prevail.
God’s own you are; you cannot fail.
To God forever sing your praise
With joy and patience all your days.

Song of Thanksgiving      Let Us All with Gladsome Voice   CW #64:1

C: ♫  Let us all with gladsome voice praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, his own Son has given. 

Prayer

M: Heavenly Father, renew our lives as we celebrate the beginning of your Son’s 
life on earth, and strengthen us who have taken his body and blood; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Blessing

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you. 



The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: ♫   Amen. Amen. Amen.

Closing Hymn         Let Us All with Gladsome Voice   CW #64:2-4

To this vale of tears he comes,
Here to serve in sadness,
That with him in heav’n’s fair homes
We may reign in gladness.

We are rich, for he was poor;
Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore
Here on earth and yonder.

O Lord Christ, our Savior dear,
Bless us and be near us.
Grant us now a glad new year.
Amen, Jesus, hear us!

This Week at Zion

Today: 7:30/9:45 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
8:30 a.m. No Sunday School or Bible study today

Mon: 10:00 a.m. OWLS at Peace, Hartford

Thu: 7:00 p.m. Worship

Sun: 7:30/9:45 a.m. Worship 
8:30/8:45 a.m. Sunday School / Bible Study



In Our Prayers   Joan Bonack, whose surgery was pushed back until next week in 
London, U.K.; the family of Jason Jungers, whose mother Jane passed away this 
past week; and Sharon Janssen who continues to go through a battery of tests 
down in Phoenix, AZ. 

Lord’s Supper   We believe that gathering together at God’s altar to receive Holy 
Communion is a testimony of the confession and commitment we share as 
members of the Lutheran Church. We ask guests who are not members of our 
Lutheran denomination to speak with the pastor before joining us at the altar so 
all may have a clear understanding of our faith and practice.

New Year’s Day Worship    Start the year off right by joining us this Saturday 
morning (January 1st) here in God’s house as gather to ask his blessing and 
guidance on a new year of our lives. 

Back to Normal Schedule   We take a little breather while the children are on 
vacation from school this week…no Sunday School, catechism instructions or adult 
Bible study. However, we will resume with the normal schedule next Sunday, 
January 2nd. Take a calendar for easy reference. 

We thank Bea Pamperin, who served as our organist this morning.   

The flowers on the altar today are placed by Judy Etta in memory of her mother 
Lillian Oelhafen’s birthday.

The altar flower arrangements in 2022 are still up in the air due to the future of 
Kewaskum Floral, the business which has supplied our flowers in the past. Stay 
tuned for future arrangements.  

Bible Study    As the calendar turns to a new year, many people like to make 
resolutions to improve themselves in some way. Getting into God’s Word is one of 
the easiest yet most beneficial ways to do just that. Starting again next Sunday 



we’ll continue a study based on the “Hard Sayings of Jesus.”  Check the newsletter 
for more details.  

Offering Envelopes for 2022 can be found on the tables around the corner in the 
fellowship hall. Remember, even if you have been contributing using Vanco Direct 
Deposit, you still receive a box of envelopes for church contribution statements. 
You can also use any of the special envelopes for special ministries or holidays. If 
you are having problems finding yours or have any questions, please contact our 
Financial Secretary, Gene Salzman at 262-323-1990.


